SRNT-Oceania chapter policy regarding commercial industry participation in our chapter
The Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco – Oceania Chapter is committed to ensuring that our conferences and events are protected from influence and interference from the commercial tobacco industry and non-therapeutic nicotine industry so that our members and other attendees can safely and respectfully engage in open discussion and debate*. We recognise the importance of Article 5.3 of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) that protects the development of policy from the influence of the tobacco industry. We also acknowledge the decision of the Sixth Conference of the Parties to the FCTC, to consider taking measures to “protect tobacco-control activities from all commercial and other vested interests related to ENDS/ENNDS [i.e. e-cigarettes or electronic nicotine delivery systems/electronic non-nicotine delivery systems], including interests of the tobacco industry”.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Sixth Conference of the Parties to the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control. Electronic nicotine delivery systems. https://apps.who.int/gb/fctc/PDF/cop6/FCTC_COP6_10Rev1-en.pdf ] 

The commercial tobacco industry[footnoteRef:2] [footnoteRef:3] [footnoteRef:4], and the non-therapeutic nicotine and related product industries (including vapes, heated tobacco products, oral tobacco and other recreational nicotine products) can influence tobacco and non-therapeutic nicotine evidence[footnoteRef:5], have co-opted ‘harm reduction’ terminology[footnoteRef:6] [footnoteRef:7] [footnoteRef:8] and appropriated legitimate tobacco control discourse and terms to use these to meet their own commercial ends (e.g., ‘smokefree’; using ‘smoking cessation’ and ‘quitting’ to encourage long-term use of non-therapeutic nicotine products)[footnoteRef:9]. Therefore, to maintain our commitment to providing an environment for safe engagement we require that attendees at our conferences and events, and our members, do not have, and have not had in the past five years, any employment or received financial support from** commercial tobacco or non-therapeutic nicotine product industries (the Industry**). This includes direct or indirect employment, consulting and advisory relationships, and funding or in-kind support from these industries, including from arms-length organisations and networks with funding links to these industries, such as ‘Global action to end smoking’ (formerly FSFW) and the Global Forum on Nicotine (GFN) and Knowledge-Action-Change (KAC), either directly or through third parties.  The Board also reserves the right to exclude from attendance at SRNT-O events individuals who are found to have breached the SRNT Code of Conduct[footnoteRef:10], consistent with the SRNT Policy. [2:  Rose SW, Tan ASL, Bandi P, Maddox R, Berman M, Czaplicki L, Faseru B, Frazer K, Choi K. Commercial Tobacco and Nicotine Industry-Funded Research Has No Place in SRNT and Nicotine & Tobacco Research, Nicotine & Tobacco Research 2024, 26(8): 963–965. https://doi.org/10.1093/ntr/ntae109]  [3:  Moodie R., Stuckler D, Monteiro C., et al. Profits and pandemics: prevention of harmful effects of tobacco, alcohol, and ultra-processed food and drink industries. The Lancet 2013, 381(9867): 670 - 679, https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(12)62089-3/abstract]  [4:  Accessed 11 November, 2024. https://www.phcc.org.nz/briefing/two-faced-tobacco-industry-transformation-and-cigarillos]  [5:  Vassey, Julia, et al. "Influence of disclosed and undisclosed funding sources in tobacco harm reduction discourse: a social network analysis." Nicotine and Tobacco Research 2023; 25(12): 1829-1837. https://doi.org/10.1093/ntr/ntac250]  [6:  Peeters S, Gilmore AB. Understanding the emergence of the tobacco industry’s use of the term tobacco harm reduction in order to inform public health policy. Tob Control 2015; 24:182–9. https://doi:10.1136/tobaccocontrol-2013-05150]  [7:  Dewhirst T. Co-optation of harm reduction by Big Tobacco. Tob Control 2021;30:e1-e3.]  [8:  Edwards R, Hoek J, Karreman N, et al. Evaluating tobacco industry ‘transformation’: a proposed rubric and analysis. Tob Control 2022; 31:313–21. https://doi:10.1136/tobaccocontrol-2021-056687]  [9:  Hill S, Chaiton M, Edwards R. Tobacco Industry “Transformation”—The Current State of Play, Nicotine & Tobacco Research 2023; 25(12): 1807–1809, https://doi.org/10.1093/ntr/ntad181]  [10:  Accessed 11 November 2024. https://www.srnt.org/page/code_of_conduct] 


*Safe engagement, including respectful and open discussion and debate are the key principles upon which this policy is based. Safe engagement requires an assurance that spaces for debate and discussion are free from commercially driven agendas that prioritise the interests of commercial organisations and shareholders above the universal human right to health, especially among those racial/ethnic and other population groups historically and currently targeted and exploited by the commercial tobacco industry. Safe engagement can only occur within a culture of anti-racism and anti-exploitation where the promotion of equity is fostered (SRNT Health Equity Network (HEN) Recommendations[footnoteRef:11]). Open discussion and debate is an essential part of scientific enquiry and knowledge building. It requires the fora for these debates to be free from the biasing influence that industry-funded or supported research brings or the inhibiting presence of industry-affiliated individuals. [footnoteRef:12] [footnoteRef:13] [footnoteRef:14]  [11:  Rose SW, Tan ASL, Bandi P, Maddox R, Berman M, Czaplicki L, Faseru B, Frazer K, Choi K. Commercial Tobacco and Nicotine Industry-Funded Research Has No Place in SRNT and Nicotine & Tobacco Research, Nicotine & Tobacco Research 2024, 26(8): 963–965. https://doi.org/10.1093/ntr/ntae109]  [12:  Vassey, Julia, et al. "Influence of disclosed and undisclosed funding sources in tobacco harm reduction discourse: a social network analysis." Nicotine and Tobacco Research 2023; 25(12): 1829-1837. https://doi.org/10.1093/ntr/ntac250]  [13:  Hendlin YH, Vora M, Elias J, Ling PM. Financial Conflicts of Interest and Stance on Tobacco Harm Reduction: A Systematic Review. Am J Public Health. 2019 Jul;109(7):e1-e8. https://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2019.305106]  [14:  Pisinger C, Godtfredsen N, Bender AM. A conflict of interest is strongly associated with tobacco industry-favourable results, indicating no harm of e-cigarettes. Prev Med. 2019 Feb;119: 124-131. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ypmed.2018.12.011] 


** Some exceptions would include ownership of shares in a tobacco or non-therapeutic nicotine product company for tobacco and non-therapeutic nicotine product control or resistance advocacy purposes.

***The Industry includes any entities involved in commercial manufacturing, marketing, distribution, or sale of tobacco and/or nicotine products. This includes parent companies and subsidiaries of such entities or individuals, entities which are substantially controlled by or acting on behalf of the industry. Any entities or individuals that received any financial, material or in-kind support from the industry as defined above are affiliates of The Industry. This definition does not apply to government or other entities that receive funding from The Industry or its affiliates pursuant to a court order or statutory directive or government taxation where The Industry source of the funds does not retain any control over the use of such funds. Exceptions to this policy include entities that are solely involved in the manufacturing, marketing, distribution or sale of sacred/ceremonial tobacco or products that are therapeutic nicotine products. Sacred, ceremonial, or traditional tobacco is distinct from commercial tobacco. We recognise that some commercial tobacco products, such as commercially produced cigarettes, have been referred to as “traditional” or traditionally manufactured cigarettes but such language is confusing; commercially produced cigarettes are distinct from sacred, ceremonial, or traditional tobacco.3 Entities that manufacture nicotine-delivery products solely for approved therapeutic purposes, in compliance with the World Health Organization Guidelines: Norms and Standards for Pharmaceuticals (i.e. – medicinal nicotine products)[footnoteRef:15] or otherwise regulated as a therapeutic product under government regulations, with no direct or indirect relationships with the commercial tobacco industry are classified as part of the pharmaceutical industry, and not part of the commercial tobacco or non-therapeutic nicotine industry.  [15:  World Health Organization Guidelines: Norms and Standards for Pharmaceuticals. 2024. https://www.who.int/teams/health-product-and-policy-standards/standards-and-specifications/norms-and-standards-for-pharmaceuticals/guidelines] 

(We acknowledge the SRNT Health Equity Network Racial Equity Committee/Workgroup for the basis of this definition, most of which we have adopted for our purposes)

